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SECTION 1 – READING COMPREHENSION
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READING 1: Questions 1 - 10: Choose the best answer according to the text below. (1 pt. each)

(1) Homeschooling is an educational method that is situated in the home rather than in an institution designed for educational purposes. It is representative of a broad social movement of families, largely in Western societies, which believe that the education of children is, ultimately, the responsibility of parents rather than that of the government.
(2) Until school attendance became compulsory in the United States in the mid-19th century, apprenticeships and communal activities were the primary ways in which young children learned. However, this sort of individual instruction was increasingly replaced by systematized group methods fueled by laws regulating child labor and other social changes that placed more children in schools. Not long after universal compulsory school laws
were enacted—a process that was completed in the U.S. by the early 20th century—some parents and educators grew dissatisfied with the dominant school system and offered alternatives, including learning at home.

(3) Homeschooling in the U.S. did not become widespread until the last quarter of the 20th century. In the early 1980s, there were about 20,000 students homeschooled in the U.S., but two and a half decades later, the figure was approximately 1.5 million. At about the same time, homeschooling was also increasing in other countries, such as the United Kingdom, Australia, and India. Reasons for this rapid growth vary, but they generally center on perceived deficiencies in traditional education, such as a claimed lack of emphasis on teaching moral and ethical behavior, the threat of peer violence in schools, and ineffectiveness in dealing with learning-disabled and gifted children.
(4) In  the U.S.,  educating  children  at  home  has  always  been  a  legal  option  for  parents  though  with  the
establishment of formal education, the right to homeschool was rarely exercised until the late 20th century. The process of homeschooling has been hindered somewhat by issues such as absenteeism and educational

neglect. However, as homeschooling grew, so did the monitoring of homeschoolers and by the early 21st century, 40 states had adopted homeschooling regulations, which vary by state. For example, several states, including New York and North Dakota, are highly restrictive, requiring the provision of achievement test scores or some other formal evaluation, parental educational qualification (for example, a high school diploma), state-approved curriculum, and home visits from state officials. Other states, including Florida and Washington, are more moderately regulated, requiring test scores or other forms of professional evaluation. States with less regulation include Wisconsin and Utah, which require only that parents notify the state of their intent to homeschool their children. In some states, such as Texas, no state notification is required. No parent is required to be a certified teacher in order to teach his or her own child at home in Australia, Canada, Ireland, the United Kingdom, Norway, the U.S., and other countries where homeschooling is permitted.
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(5) Opponents of homeschooling have argued that social integration cannot succeed unless all children are compelled to attend schools. Critics also contend that the practice does not adequately prepare students academically or socially. However, studies have consistently shown that homeschooling is successful both by social and standard academic measures. Some studies have suggested that, in comparison with publicly and privately schooled students, homeschooled individuals typically score above average on high-school achievement tests. Proponents note that their children socialize with non-family members in a variety of settings outside of school and maintain that homeschooling does not undermine social cohesion. Many parents even enlist outside help for particular subjects which the parents themselves do not teach, especially at the high school level. Those with computers can access a wide variety of educational software as well as the resources provided by the Internet. Also, some communities and schools allow homeschoolers to use their school libraries, classrooms, and computers. Some states, including Florida, allow the homeschooled to participate in high school sports and other extracurricular activities, but many states do not. Homeschooling supporters otherwise use local and national sports associations for team sports, or they create their own teams.
(6) Does homeschooling have a future in America? Will the homeschooling movement succeed in moving away from the mediocre academic standards that have been set by government schools? There is a widespread demand for curricula, or programs, that are "easy and fun." Government schools have met this demand by lowering academic standards. Sadly, many homeschool curricula are still based on the "grade" levels of government schools for the same reason. Easy and fun curricula sell too well to parents and children who have become intellectually lazy. This disparity between the lowered standards of public schools and the academic standards that American children need to excel in the modern world must be resolved. If it is not, elite private schools will prevail over more affordable public schools and homeschooling.
(7) To have a viable future in the U.S., the homeschooling movement needs to realize that learning is an individual activity. The academic growth of a student is not a tool to achieve parental self-satisfaction. It is a completely personal activity that takes place between the student and educational material which parents need only to provide along with a good study environment and excellent study habits. Anything or anyone that interferes with this diminishes this activity.
(8) The keys to expanding homeschooling to include most American children (rather than a fortunate few) are self-learning with non-teacher-based curricula, high academic standards, and an understanding of the importance of disciplined study habits and a good study environment. These keys can unlock the potential of millions of American children and can assure them a successful future.
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1) The main aim of paragraph 2 is to ____.

a) explain when apprenticeships and communal activities lost their popularity in the U.S.

b) show how compulsory school laws ended child labor in the U.S.

c) criticize the way homeschooling was replaced by the school system in the U.S.

d) summarize the developments that led to the idea of homeschooling in the U.S.

2) In paragraph 3, which of the following is NOT mentioned as a weakness of traditional schools?

a) Failure to deal with a high number of students

b) Failure to cater for students with special needs

c) Failure to deal with bullying

d) Failure to promote ethical behavior

3) The main aim of paragraph 4 is to ____.

a) show the importance of standardized test scores in homeschooling

b) describe varying homeschooling regulations in different states

c) explain why homeschooling is strictly regulated in some states

d) stress the importance of parental qualifications in homeschooling

4) According to studies mentioned in paragraph 5, ____.

a) homeschooling causes students to suffer from a sense of isolation

b) homeschoolers who also make use of school facilities are more successful

c) homeschoolers typically receive higher grades on tests than students attending school

d) homeschooling makes it impossible for students to attend extracurricular activities

5) In paragraph 6, the author argues that ____.

a) homeschool curricula should be enjoyable to be effective

b) homeschooling should cater to students who are lazy

c) government schools fail to meet the needs of American students

d) parents and children should be able to design their own curricula

6) In paragraph 7, the author ____.

a) criticizes excessive parental intervention in homeschooling

b) claims that parents are unhappy with their children’s academic success

c) argues that parents also need to have good study habits

d) points out the fact that parents are in favor of homeschooling
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7) The purpose of paragraph 8 is to show that ____.

a) the success of homeschooling can be attributed to a good study environment

b) if certain conditions are met, homeschooling has great potential for success

c) the present teacher-based education system needs to be improved

d) most Americans are not yet aware of the importance of homeschooling

8) The word "hindered" in paragraph 4 refers to ____.

a) encouraged
b)  prohibited
c)  limited
d)  exceeded

9) The word "enlist" in paragraph 5 is closest in meaning to ____.

	a)
	express
	b)
	offer
	c)
	combine
	d)
	obtain

	10)
	The word "prevail" in paragraph 6 is closest in meaning to ____.
	
	

	a)
	win
	b)
	vary
	b)
	drop
	c)
	contradict
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READING 2: Questions 11 - 15: Choose the best answer according to the text below. (1 pt. each)

(1) Encouragement and praise can come in many forms, and some ways are better for child development than others. Researchers studying mother-child interactions over the course of several years have found that the type of praise children receive affects their attitudes toward challenges later in life.
(2) Specifically, praise about their behavior and the choices they made helped children to cope better with difficult experiences five years later in contrast to compliments that focused more on the child, such as "You’re a good kid." This study is the first major study of praise and childhood development conducted outside of a laboratory setting. "This is something we suspected would be the case based on extensive experimental research, and it’s exciting to see it play out in the real world," says Elizabeth Gunderson, who led the study. "Praising the efforts, actions, and work of the kid is going to be more beneficial in their long-term persistence in dealing with challenges and working hard in the future." Such "process praise" includes comments such as, "You’re doing a great job," which emphasize the child’s actions. "Person praise" includes comments which focus on a child’s inherent qualities such as, "You’re so smart". These distinctions are not new, but exactly how they affect children’s development has not always been clear.
(3) As part of the study, researchers visited the homes of more than 50 children and filmed their daily interactions with their parents. Five years later, the researchers followed up with the families, using questionnaires to measure the children’s attitudes toward challenges and problem solving. The children who grew up with more process praise were more open to challenges and were able to identify more ways of overcoming difficult problems. They were also more likely to say that they could improve their intelligence with hard work. While person praise did not seem to have any negative effect on the children, the study suggests that process praise teaches children that their talents and abilities can be improved while person praise implies that their abilities are fixed.
(4) Another revelation from the study involved how praise affects boys and girls differently. Parents gave boys and girls the same amount of praise, but of the encouragement boys received, 24 percent was process praise while girls received only 10 percent of this type. Previous research studies also suggested this pattern; however, it was unexpected how great the difference was. The inequality could have consequences for girls in terms of how they evaluate their abilities as they progress in school and may play a role in intensifying some of the confidence issues common among female adolescents.
(5) The next step is to investigate whether giving process praise and person praise leads to a difference in behavior. Current data only indicates that children with more process praise may be more eager to embrace challenges, but it is not clear whether they actually seek out these challenges and pursue them. For now, however, the findings send a clear message to parents. The most valuable indication is that parent praise matters. Parents, even when their children are very young, have a hand in shaping their children’s motivation, their attitudes toward themselves, and their approach to the world. Not all praise, it seems, is equal.
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11) According to paragraph 2, which of the following can be considered process praise?

a) "You always study hard and receive the highest scores in class."

b) "You are very competitive, so you must join a team at school."

c) "You have proven to be the best student in class as you are so talented."

d) "You seem so cautious; you never leave anything to chance."

12) It can be understood from paragraph 3 that ____.

a) person praise is more likely to have adverse effects on a child’s development

b) children receiving person praise possess limited skills compared to those receiving process praise

c) children raised with more process praise face more challenges in life than other children

d) process praise may not only enable children to take risks but also to cope with them

13) According to paragraph 4, ____.

a) the amount of praise a child receives heavily depends on the child’s gender

b) early studies showed that girls received significantly less person praise than boys

c) an insufficient amount of process praise may lead to self-esteem problems in girls

d) despite being more successful at school, girls might not feel praised

14) It can be understood from paragraph 5 that ____.

a) people receiving person praise in childhood develop positive feelings towards their parents

b) the differences process praise cause in attitude are not as obvious as those caused by person praise

c) praising a child is a demanding task that few parents learn to do effectively while raising their children

d) children receiving process praise have not yet proven to manage hardships faced later in life

15) It can be inferred from the text that ____.

a) there is definitive evidence on how process and person praise affect children’s development

b) the findings of the current study by Gunderson are parallel to those found in laboratories

c) experimental studies have proven to provide the best results in studies about praise

d) there is a growing inclination among parents to give more process praise to their children
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READING 3: Questions 16 - 20: Choose the best answer according to the text below. (1 pt. each)

(1) Future of Fish is a nonprofit organization that is helping entrepreneurs in the seafood industry. The organization is working on problems throughout the long supply chains used by today's industrialized fisheries. Their aim is to introduce behavior-based incentives into the industry to make it no longer profitable to fish non-sustainably, and they are looking to reward sustainable behavior with higher profits. The effort begins with making information more available, properly identifying fish, and tracking seafood all the way from sea to plate.
(2) Today's consumers have little idea where, when, or how most of their fish are caught. In fact, studies show they often do not even know what kind of fish they are really buying. "Estimates vary, but some 30 to 70% of the fish sold in the U.S. are deliberately mislabeled," founder Cheryl Dahle said. "If fish is mislabeled, you don't have a real choice to eat the right kind of fish. Until the marketplace becomes transparent, you can't value fish in terms of where they came from or how they were caught, which are two main pillars of sustainability." At the same time, many popular fish species have collapsed under fishing pressure. Some studies suggest that today's populations of large ocean fish are at just 10 percent of their preindustrial levels. Some scientists warn that all fisheries could collapse by 2050.

(3) However, many fish populations have shown an ability to rebound if they are managed properly. Tight regulations often encounter pushback, but Future of Fish hopes to encourage the adoption of these regulations by making them better for business. Their approach is not a substitute for policy changes but instead an attempt to adjust the financial benefits based on the ways fish are traded every day.
(4) Future of Fish is working with processors and distributors to improve sustainable practices, both for frozen fish and fresh. "The truth is that fresh is not a regulated term," Dahle explained. "It's defined as not frozen or smoked, but fresh is in the nose of the salesman. Often what you are buying as fresh fish may be 30 days old. If people knew more about fish distribution, they would understand the value of buying fish that was caught just days before they eat it as opposed to weeks." One company is using tag technology to track the temperature of fish as it moves through the supply chain to better monitor quality. "Once you have tracking technology embedded in fish, you also have a perfect traceability chain," Dahle added. "Was this fish part of a catch using fish collecting devices? Was it caught legally? You can start to track some of these things that really matter for sustainability."
(5) Dahle is confident that many consumers are concerned enough about the health of our oceans to pay a premium price for sustainably caught products. However, she also stresses that, once the fisheries are rewarded, such practices can spread throughout the larger seafood market as well. The premium, sustainable market does not have to be the largest percentage of the market to have a big influence. However, the sustainable market does have plenty of room for growth, which could mean less pressure on declining fish stocks.
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16) It can be inferred from paragraph 1 that ____.

a) restructuring long supply chains has received severe criticism from fishery owners

b) Future of Fish will set a standard price for each kind of fish to stop unfair competition

c) some fisheries may experience a decline in their profits in the future due to their practices

d) companies doing illegal fishing will be closely monitored and possibly shut down

17) The phrase "two main pillars of sustainability" in paragraph 2 refers to ____.

a) adjusting fish price tags and preventing fisheries from closing down

b) the origin of fish and the method people have used to catch them

c) raising consumers’ awareness of technology and its effects on fish quality

d) the decrease in overfishing and the increase in fish populations back to preindustrial levels

18) Which of the following can be understood from paragraph 3?

a) Changes in daily fish business practices will guide the proposed incentive system.

b) Despite the efforts of non-profit organizations, fish populations have not increased.

c) More strict regulations will result in many companies withdrawing from fish business.

d) Future of Fish aims to replace the existing fishing policies with ones benefiting fisheries.

19) In paragraph 4, the author implies that ____.

a) any fish up to 30 days old does not need to be tracked

b) frozen or smoked fish will be banned under the new system

c) the term "fresh" is defined by people selling fish

d) altering the temperature of fish may increase their shelf life

20) The author of this text ____.

a) predicts that the fish market will lose profit due to a lack of available space to farm fish

b) worries that people will be reluctant to protect the fish that live in the oceans

c) claims that the seafood market encourages attempts to produce affordable fish

d) believes that even small scale sustainable fishing can have a positive impact

THIS IS THE END OF THE READING SECTION. PLEASE CONTINUE THE EXAM WITH THE USE OF ENGLISH SECTION.
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SECTION 2 - USE OF ENGLISH
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PART 1: Questions 21 - 30: Choose the best answer to complete the text. (1 pt. each)

There is a myth that bilinguals express their true emotions in their first language (when they have not acquired both languages at the same time). Like all myths, there are instances 21 true. For example, an adult
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Portuguese-English bilingual who 22 English when he was fourteen might say that if something 23 angry, there is no doubt that he will use Portuguese to express himself. Additionally, 24 sense that bilinguals who use their first language with family and friends and their other language mainly at work will express feelings in their first language.

However, as Temple University researcher Aneta Pavlenko writes, things are 25 complex than that. In her book on the topic, she dismantles this myth and shows that the relationship between emotions and bilingualism
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26 differently by different individuals who come from distinct language areas. Basically, it is too simplistic to
suggest that late bilinguals have emotional ties
27
first language and no ties with their other language.

28 a childhood in one language is marked by a lack of affection or distressing events, then bilinguals 29 to express emotion in their second language. For example, an adult English-French bilingual who moved to France in early adulthood claims that she found it easier to speak of anything connected with emotions in French, her

	second language,  30
	in English she was quite tongue-tied. She explained this was because she learned what

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	love meant in French and stated, "Perhaps one day I'll even manage to say 'I love you' in English."

	
	
	
	
	
	

	21)
	a) where is it
	
	b) when it is
	c) while is it
	d) which it is

	
	
	
	
	
	

	22)
	a) acquired
	
	b) has acquired
	c) is acquiring
	d) has been acquiring

	
	
	
	
	
	

	23)
	a) he made
	
	b) makes him
	c) he will make
	d) which makes him

	
	
	
	
	
	

	24)
	a) it makes
	
	b) that it makes
	c) it is making
	d) what makes

	
	
	
	
	
	

	25)
	a) too
	
	b) so
	c) very much
	d) much more

	
	
	
	
	
	

	26)
	a) experience
	
	b) is experienced
	c) experiences
	d) experienced

	
	
	
	
	
	

	27)
	a) with their only
	
	b) only with their
	c) not with their
	d) not only their

	
	
	
	
	
	

	28)
	a) Many
	
	b) That
	c) When
	d) So

	
	
	
	
	
	

	29)
	a) are preferred
	
	b) must prefer
	c) have preferred
	d) may prefer

	
	
	
	
	
	

	30)
	a) whereas
	
	b) despite
	c) furthermore
	d) rather
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PART 2: Questions 31 - 40: Choose the best answer to complete the text. (1 pt. each)

The placebo effect refers to any situation in which the body and mind are influenced by a person’s belief in the treatment rather than from the treatment’s properties themselves. Most commonly, we 31 placebos as pills or shots that have no active medical ingredients in them but which lead to an improvement in health. The placebo effect is incredibly powerful.

To test the power of the placebo effect, a group of researchers had people drink an energy drink that was advertised as 32 people's mental ability. To 33 the effect of the drink on people's performance, they measured the number of words that people were able to unscramble. In the study, 34 were told different


information about the effectiveness of the drink. One group was told that a large number of studies suggest that energy drinks resulted in significant improvements in mental 35 . A second group was told that the


	drinks  help  people
	36
	a  slight  improvement  in  thinking.  Finally,  a  control  group  performed  the

	word-unscrambling test without being given any information about the drink at all.


	The control group, on average, unscrambled seven words   37  . Those people who read that the drink had

	
	
	
	
	
	

	only a minimal effect did worse than the control group while those who read that the drink was
	38
	
	effective

	did better than the control group. Indeed, the people who got the less positive information (the drink is only

	slightly  effective)  only  unscrambled  about  four  words  correctly  while  those  who  got  the
	more
	positive


	information (the drink is very effective)  39  over ten words correctly. Studies like these
	
	40  the power of the

	placebo effect.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	31)
	a) compensate
	b) access
	c) perceive
	
	d) consult

	
	
	
	
	
	

	32)
	a) altering
	b) fluctuating
	c) commencing
	
	d) monitoring

	
	
	
	
	
	

	33)
	a) justify
	b) analyze
	c) maximize
	
	d) accommodate

	
	
	
	
	
	

	34)
	a) substitutes
	b) commissions
	c) categories
	
	d) participants

	
	
	
	
	
	

	35)
	a) integrating
	b) retaining
	c) violating
	
	d) functioning

	
	
	
	
	
	

	36)
	a) clarify
	b) validate
	c) achieve
	
	d) unify

	
	
	
	
	
	

	37)
	a) principally
	b) accurately
	c) abstractly
	
	d) explicitly

	
	
	
	
	
	

	38)
	a) similarly
	b) inevitably
	c) significantly
	
	d) mutually

	
	
	
	
	
	

	39)
	a) generated
	b) occupied
	c) abandoned
	
	d) devoted

	
	
	
	
	
	

	40)
	a) allocate
	b) erode
	c) reveal
	
	d) prohibit

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


THIS IS THE END OF THE USE OF ENGLISH SECTION.
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SECTION 3 – LISTENING COMPREHENSION: WHILE-LISTENING


You will now listen to an interview. You will hear the interview ONLY ONCE. Answer the questions while you listen to the interview. You now have TWO MINUTES to read the questions. (1 pt. each)

41) The purpose of Citizen Science is to ______.

a) encourage more people to become scientists

b) raise funds for community scientific projects

c) increase the amount of scientific knowledge

d) raise awareness of technological developments

42) Which of the following is true about the people that scientists work with?

a) They come from diverse educational backgrounds.

b) They should be able to speak a foreign language.

c) They need to purchase sophisticated equipment.

d) They must have previously worked as a researcher.

43) According to Alex Smith, people volunteer so that they can ______.

a) network with renowned scientists to obtain a job

b) receive credit for volunteering with an organization

c) reach a mutual objective together more effectively

d) exchange innovative ideas with fellow volunteers

44) Alex Smith describes a bioblitz as ______.

a) cleaning the environment in a national park

b) introducing new species to an area

c) focusing on biological problems of an area

d) creating a list of species in a certain area

45) What is one criticism Alex Smith mentions about Citizen Science volunteers?

a) Inexperienced volunteers take their job less seriously.

b) Volunteers may be influenced by their own subjective ideas.

c) Volunteers don’t dedicate sufficient time to gathering data.

d) A lack of volunteer training leads to more work for scientists.

Page 13 of 27

KOÇ UNIVERSITY

ELC


KUEPE- SAMPLE COPY

SECTION 3 – LISTENING COMPREHENSION: NOTE-TAKING PAPER


You will now listen to a lecture. As you listen, take notes under the headings provided. You will use your notes to answer some questions. Your notes will NOT BE graded. You will hear the lecture ONLY ONCE. You now have THIRTY SECONDS to look at the headings.

Overview of Nonverbals

Nonverbals and Culture
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Nonverbals and Others

Nonverbals and Self-Perception
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SECTION 3 – LISTENING COMPREHENSION: NOTE-TAKING QUESTIONS


Answer the questions below using your notes from the lecture. You have EIGHT MINUTES to answer the questions AND transfer your answers to the answer sheet. (1 pt. each)

46) According to the lecture, one example of nonverbals is the ______.

a) speed at which a speaker talks

b) content of what a speaker says

c) choice of words a speaker uses

d) complexity of a speaker’s message

47) The lecturer mentions the V-shape pose to ______.

a) suggest that physical competitiveness is a universal concept

b) show how some nonverbal concepts are inherent to all people

c) prove that blind people are physically more expressive than seeing people

d) analyze differences in nonverbals between blind and seeing people

48) People react to a high power pose by ______.

a) mirroring each other to show that they are equal

b) making a variety of gestures to distract the other person

c) attempting to occupy more space than the other person to gain control

d) complementing the other person’s nonverbals so as not to compete

49) The Japanese participants in the study smiled while watching the stressful film to ______.

a) show sadness and fear in a different way than Americans

b) indicate their confusion about what was happening in the film

c) be respectful of the elder who was present in the room with them

d) avoid expressing their emotions through facial expressions

50) In the doctor-patient experiment, the observers were asked to ______.

a) evaluate how well doctors explained information

b) determine which doctor was more effective

c) predict what the doctors were saying

d) identify which doctor used more nonverbals
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51) What was found when people were forced to smile by holding a pen between their teeth?

a) It had no effect on their level of happiness.

b) It had no effect on how others saw them.

c) It changed how they thought and felt.

d) It changed their ability to influence others.

52) A high level of cortisol affects a person by ______.

a) increasing feelings of dominance

b) creating feelings of confusion

c) lowering feelings of stress

d) increasing levels of fear

53) In the last lab experiment, individuals were asked to do all of the following EXCEPT ______.

a) fill out a survey

b) imitate a high-power pose

c) spit into a container

d) talk about how they felt

54) Individuals in the last lab experiment were asked to gamble to see ______.

a) which people became more dominant in the game

b) whether they were willing to take more risks

c) whether power poses made them better at gambling

d) if gambling affected their level of confidence

55) What was the outcome of the two-minute power poses?

a) People’s feelings of happiness were increased.

b) People became more irrational because of higher testosterone levels.

c) Individuals experienced a noticeable decrease in cortisol levels.

d) Individuals did not experience a change in their confidence.
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	SECTION 4 – WRITING (25 pts.)
	TIME: 65 minutes

	
	


INSTRUCTIONS: Please answer the following question in essay format, using information from the article “Technology is Changing Kids’ Relationships” by Jim Taylor.

In your opinion, do social media have a positive influence on children’s social development? Why or why not?

Give specific reasons and details to explain your answer. Use ideas and information from the article to support your ideas.


You may use this space to make any notes necessary or create an outline. These notes will NOT be graded.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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SECTION 4 – WRITING: ARTICLE


Technology Is Changing Kids’ Relationships

By Jim Taylor, CNET News

February 11, 2013

Popular culture and technology are redefining the meaning of relationships: what relationships are, how they develop and are maintained, and how many relationships we can have. Technology has enabled people who have never met nor will ever meet to call themselves friends. The line between connections, acquaintances, and real friends has become blurred, as happens on Facebook. We have entered a new era of relationships in which the rules and practices that have guided the development, maintenance, and termination of relationships are being rewritten. This crazy new world of relationships is the one in which children are learning all about relationships with family, friends, and others.

Because popular culture and technology are everywhere in the lives of most children, both are shaping how children perceive, feel about, and develop relationships. However, there has not been adequate consideration of the impact that these have on children’s relationships. Because of this growing influence of popular culture and technology on children, it’s necessary for parents to really understand where their children are learning about relationships. Parents need to know if what children are learning is healthy and whether it will lay the groundwork for a future of positive and life-affirming relationships.

It is essential to recognize these changes because relationships play such a central role in who children become and the quality of the lives they lead. Relationships provide children with a foundation of values, love, security, and support. They are critical in the establishment of children’s self-esteem and attitudes toward others. The quality of children’s early relationships are like a model on which their future relationships are built. The relationships that children establish early in their lives become the safe places from which they can explore their ever-expanding world as they grow up. Later relationships with peers, teachers, and other influential people shape children’s beliefs about the world and the direction that their lives will take. Also, as much research has demonstrated, relationships are the single greatest predictor of happiness. In fact, there is no aspect of children’s lives that remains untouched by relationships.

Nonetheless, most of the messages that children get about relationships while watching television or movies or reading celebrity magazines are entirely out-of-touch with the reality of children’s relationships. Also, time spent engaged with popular culture is time not spent engaged in the work of building real-life relationships. Parents should be aware of what messages their children are getting from popular culture about relationships and make deliberate decisions about whether they want their children to get those messages.

At the same time, many of the changes in relationships brought about by technology have been positive and productive. Online communities based around shared passions and ideas are a vital source of information and action. New technology has enabled people who were formerly disconnected from others to establish useful and satisfying relationships that have increased creativity, innovation, productivity, and efficiency. Also, because so many parents are afraid for their children’s safety and don’t let them hang out with their friends in the real world, children use the Internet as a virtual meeting place.

Social networking sites are now where many children become acquainted before building real friendships offline and where they interact when friendships are established. Technology is also crucial to maintaining already-established relationships. If your children have family or friends who live at a great distance, they no longer have to rely on the telephone to stay connected. They can be in constant contact through email, texting, Facebook, Skype, and Twitter. Tech-savvy grandparents love how technology has enabled them to stay more connected to their grandchildren who live far away.
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SECTION 5 - SPEAKING (20 pts.)


INTRODUCTION – (1 minute)

· To start off, could you please tell me your name, surname, and ID number?
· Ok, thank you.
· Where do you live ______________ (student’s name)?
· Do you like where you live? (Why?)
PART 1 – (2-3 minutes)

The examiner asks a question on a general topic. The following set of questions are on the topic of reading:

· What things do you generally like to read? (Why?)
· Would you rather read a book or watch a film? (Why?)
· If you had to read something, where would you read it? (Why?)
· Do you think using an e-book would make reading more enjoyable for you? (Why?)
PART 2 – (2.5 minutes)

In this part, the student is asked to speak on a topic for one and a half minutes. Before the student speaks, she/he will have one minute to think about what she/he is going to say and make some notes if she/he wishes.

First, the student is asked to choose two discussion cards from several topic cards and decide which one she/he would like to talk about.

After choosing the topic card the student wants to talk about, she/he is given a pencil and paper to make notes with. The student may take notes for one minute.

After one minute, the student is asked to read his/her task out loud. Then, begin giving his/her response.

1 PART 2 (SAMPLE STUDENT TASK CARD)

Some people believe that the purpose of going to school is to pass exams rather than to gain knowledge. What is your opinion on this issue? Why?

PART 3 – (2-3 minutes)

In this part, the student is asked questions on a topic related to the topic in Part 2. However, these questions are on different aspects of the topic discussed in Part 2.

The following set of questions are on the issue of improving students’ learning:

· What factors at home or in school make learning difficult for students? (Why?/How?) o How can parents or teachers deal with those problems?
· How do you think learning in the classroom will change in the future?
o Do you think this change/these changes will be beneficial or harmful for students?
· Is it better to learn a lot of information in less detail or less information in more detail?
o In what situations would a student need to learn a lot of information in less detail?
After two and a half minutes, the exam finishes.

NOTE: Speaking exams are recorded.
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LISTENING SECTION – TAPESCRIPTS


WHILE-LISTENING: INTERVIEW (Time: 9 minutes)

Interviewer: Hello. Today, we’re going to be talking about science and the everyday citizens involved in it. Let me first introduce my guest, Alex Smith. He is one of the individuals involved in the project, Citizen Science, and has been the technical director in several scientific research projects. Today, he’s going to give us some insight into what exactly this program is. Thanks for joining us today Alex.

Alex: Hi. Thanks for having me.

Interviewer: So, I know that citizen science has something to do with science and research and connecting it to the public. Could you explain exactly what the relationship is in Citizen Science?

Alex: Well, basically, as you said, it’s an opportunity for the public to participate and collaborate in scientific research. And this is done simply with the intention of increasing the amount of scientific knowledge. Through this program we can involve the public in the projects scientists are leading by having them gather more data in a relatively short amount of time.

Interviewer: I see. And who are these people that the scientists are working with? Are they also people who work in science or do research?

Alex: Actually, I know it’s hard for some people to believe anyone besides scientists and researchers are doing scientific research, but the whole point of Citizen Science is that you don’t necessarily have to be an expert to be involved in science. So, the people we work with have varying levels of expertise. These individuals range from kids in their backyards to members of high school science clubs. They can even be amateurs, new to the scientific field, or they might be experienced people in the field who have sophisticated equipment at home. Of course, scientists and researchers are involved in Citizen Science. They are certainly a fundamental part of the research, but they are only one element of the project, and other nonprofessional volunteers are also vital to the process.

Interviewer: I noticed you said volunteers. It must be difficult to get people to participate in so much data collection without being paid to do so.

Alex: Well, you’d be surprised. Each Citizen Science project can attract hundreds of volunteers. And these people have various reasons for getting involved in this program. In some cases, teams or networks of volunteers will get involved because they want to form a partnership with professional scientists to achieve common goals. You know the saying, two heads are better than one. Well that’s essentially the same idea we’re trying to employ here. Often times, people have really innovative ideas or projects, but they just don’t have the time or money to accomplish them. So, Citizen Science allows volunteers and scientists to achieve their goal, which might otherwise be too expensive or time consuming to do alone. It might also be that it helps students in a science class practice something they are studying. There are many reasons why someone would be willing to volunteer.

Interviewer: Yes, that makes sense. Helping others to help each other. Now, I’d like to ask if you could talk about some of the types of projects that are done as a part of Citizen Science.

Alex: Sure. Well, one example that comes to mind is one of the earliest. And this was something started by an American scientist named Wells Cooke. He began a program that looked at patterns of bird migration and formed a network of citizen volunteers. These volunteers would first collect and record information on where birds flew to and how their population varied. And after, Cooke could then go and analyze the data they had collected. That’s one example, but a more recent type of project is something called a bioblitz. A bioblitz is basically an event that focuses on finding and identifying as many species as possible in a particular area over a
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short period of time. Basically, its goal is to create a biological inventory, or a list of the types and number of different plants, animals, fungi, and other organisms native to that place. One bioblitz in particular took place at a national park in Tuscon, Arizona. At this national park more than 5,000 people walked the area during a 24-hour event collecting information. And as a result, were able to add more than 400 species to the park’s lists.

Interviewer: Interesting. So, there’s just one last point I’d like to ask you about. Citizen Science has obviously been quite a success in its organization of volunteers and research projects. Have there been any criticisms of Citizen Science?

Alex: As with anything, there are always difficulties faced and people who are critical of the work done. One concern in particular has been that some projects may not be suitable for inexperienced volunteers. For instance, they may find using complex research methods or repetitive work challenging. Another criticism is that because volunteers have insufficient training in research or data monitoring, there is a higher risk of introducing bias into the data. That is, they might lack objectivity because of personal preferences, or they might even make errors in their data collection or analysis. These are, of course, valid concerns. However, I feel that these concerns have been seriously considered by scientists who have taken precautions to prevent them from happening.

Interviewer: Well, I’d like to thank you Alex for helping us all to understand Citizen Science better.

Alex: Sure. Thanks for having me.
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NOTE-TAKING: LECTURE (Time: 14 minutes)

So today I’d like to focus on a topic I’m sure many of you are familiar with and that is body language. However, I’m not only going to focus on body language. More specifically, we’ll also look at what are called in social science, nonverbals. First, I’ll discuss what these nonverbals are and what they can represent. Then, we’ll look at how they differ culturally. After this, we’ll discuss how nonverbals affect how others perceive us. And lastly, we’ll consider an area rarely explored with nonverbals and that is whether nonverbals can shape who a person is.

Ok, before we get into these points, let’s talk about what nonverbals are. Now, the reason we say non-verbal is because these aspects are not related to the content of what you are saying. In other words, nonverbals don’t deal with words or meanings of what you say. In part, they are body gestures, but they are also things like voice quality, rate or volume. Basically, there are several areas to look for nonverbals. One is posture, which is essentially the way you stand or carry yourself. The second type is eye contact, or even lack of eye contact. Nonverbals can be physical gestures, perhaps with your arms or legs. Another area of nonverbals is a person’s speech rate, so not what they say, but how fast or slow they say it. And finally, a nonverbal can also be your tone of voice, for example, how loud or soft a person speaks, but not what they are saying. So to review, nonverbals can be posture, eye contact, gestures, speech rate, and tone of voice.

Now that you’re familiar with different types of nonverbals, I’d like to take a look at an example of one of those, physical gestures. Many are probably familiar with the V-shape pose, you know, when people throw their arms up in the air in a V-shape. And we usually do this after winning a physical competition or game. This is basically an expression of pride and a physical reminder to others that we won and are in power. It’s been found that even people who are congenitally blind, that is, they were born blind, even they do this pose. Think about that, when a blind person crosses the finish line in a race and they’ve won, it doesn’t matter if they’ve never seen anyone do the V-shape pose, they still do it. And this isn’t only limited to the human species. Even in the animal kingdom the most intimidating animals are usually the biggest. We assume that their size is an indication of their strength and power. The more space they occupy, the less space we have to move around. So, in doing this they are able to control others. This shows how this notion of expanding and being large to show power is such a universal and innate concept. It’s also interesting to consider how a power gesture like this can affect others. What I mean is that, when it comes to power, we tend to complement the other’s gesture. That means, if someone is doing a powerful gesture with us, we tend to make ourselves smaller to indicate less power. We don’t mirror them. We do the opposite. So, as we can see, there are certain concepts regarding nonverbals that are common among humans.

OK. Having talked about what nonverbals are, I’ll now move on to nonverbals and culture. Now, even though we’ve been generalizing about people’s nonverbals, they aren’t universal in every case. They can actually differ from person to person, or even, culture to culture. Let me give you an example. In a study of facial expressions of Americans and Japanese, participants were asked to view a highly stressful film under two conditions. In the first condition, participants viewed the film alone. But in the second condition, there was an older male experimenter present with them. So what happened? Well, in the first condition, there was no significant variance in their facial expressions. They showed disgust, sadness, fear, and even anger in similar ways. In the second condition, however, cultural differences emerged. While the Americans continued to express the same negative emotions, the Japanese were more likely to smile. Yes, that’s right, smile. So, you might be wondering, how can that be possible? Well, remember that elder experimenter in the room? That individual had an effect on the Japanese participant. Why? Basically, a term called cultural display rule was being followed. A cultural display rule is something people learn early in childhood, and this helps them to modify their emotional facial-expressions depending on the social circumstances. This shows that the Japanese participants tended to mask their negative facial expressions when in the presence of an elder, who they showed respect for by being positive. As we can see, nonverbals can vary depending on cultural backgrounds. And this is important to know, especially when it comes to cross-cultural interactions, where people tend to misinterpret nonverbals.
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OK then. Now, let’s look at how nonverbals affect the way others perceive us. Depending on how they are interpreted, nonverbals can potentially impact a person’s daily life. In one university’s study of nonverbals, social scientists showed people two 30-second soundless clips. In both clips, they saw real doctors and patients interacting. In the first clip, there was a doctor who was being a very effective and considerate doctor, and made the patient feel good about having him as a doctor. In the second clip, however, there was a doctor who was quite ineffective and even mean to the patient, leaving the patient feeling extremely dissatisfied. So, of course, as the people were watching those soundless clips, they had no idea about what the doctors were like. They were simply asked to view the doctors’ and patients’ interactions and evaluate which was the better doctor, without being able to actually hear what they were saying, just based on their nonverbals. And of course, as I’m sure you can guess, the viewers could accurately predict which doctor was the better one. How did they do this? Well, the doctor who was the better of the two used nonverbals that were open, meaning he was not closing his arms or crossing his legs, but rather keeping his arms open, and relaxed, and making eye contact with the patient. This showed that he was inviting the patient into the interaction and not keeping a significant difference between him and the patient.

So, from this we can see that nonverbals can affect how others perceive us. But we tend to forget the other audience that’s influenced by our nonverbals, and that’s ourselves. So in this last part of my talk, I’d like to talk about how our nonverbals affect how we perceive ourselves. Can our own nonverbals affect the way we feel? I mean, can you do a high-power pose just for a few minutes and actually feel more powerful? The answer is, yes, actually. So, for example, we know that we smile when we feel happy. For most of us, it’s a natural expression of happiness. But what if you were forced to smile, say by putting a pen between your teeth? Many would probably say, well it would force me to smile, but it wouldn’t actually affect how I feel. And actually, this isn’t the case. In a recent study, researchers found that when a person is forced to smile, contrary to what we might think, it actually does make the person feel happy. This is also true with power and confidence as has been suggested in a recent study that tried to find whether our bodies can change our minds. And when I say minds, I mean thoughts and feelings and even physiological things like hormones, which influence our emotions. In this study, two key hormones were considered: testosterone, which is the dominance hormone. That’s T-E-S-T-O-S-T-E-R-O-N-E. And cortisol, which is the stress hormone. That’s C-O-R-T-I-S-O-L. What the study found is that confident and high-power individuals have higher levels of testosterone and low levels of cortisol. So what does that mean? Well, the higher the testosterone level, the more the feelings of power and dominance, and the higher the cortisol level, the more the feelings of stress and fear.

So what they did in the study is they asked people to come to the lab. First, they had them spit into a container so that they could see their hormone levels. Then, they asked each individual to imitate a given high-power pose for two minutes. So they would just sit or stand in a particular power pose for two minutes. After doing that, they were asked to discuss how powerful they felt on a series of items. Next, they gave the person a chance to gamble. Why gambling? Well, because high-power individuals tend to take more risks when they gamble, and they wanted to see if they would also do this after their high-power pose. And finally, they had to spit into the container again to examine any changes in hormone levels.

And what did they find after doing this experiment? Well, first, they found that 86 percent of the participants were more willing to take risks and gamble after doing a two-minute power pose. It’s important to note here that the power pose had no effect, however, on their gambling ability, just on their willingness to gamble. Second, the same participants experienced a 20 percent increase in testosterone levels. Third, these people also experienced a 25 percent decrease in cortisol levels. So, after just two minutes of doing a high-power pose, hormonal changes occurred and this caused the brain to become assertive, confident and at ease, with the feeling of less stress. So it seems that our nonverbals do in fact determine how we think and feel about ourselves. They don’t just influence what others think about us, but also what we think about ourselves. This implies that not only does our mind change our body, but our body can also change our mind.

That’s the end of my talk. Thank you for listening.
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